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French hymn as in your magazine 
for December 1809, page 423. 1 im- 
agine your correspondent S. is de- 
sirous of an elegant poetical trans- 
lation, whicli neither my abilities nor 
inclination permit — in my opinion the 
praise of Addison on this subject 
(much as I adni're his writings) is 
v#ry inappropriate ; for what sincere 
Cliristian can miagine that a man. 
Jet him have been ever so wicked, 
if he repent and turn from his wicked- 
ness, can fail of partaking of the di- 
vine clemency ; I am at a loss to 
conceive bow this clemency can re- 
quire his perdition, and how the in- 
terest of the Supreme Being can be 
in opposition to the ultimate happine s 
«f even such a wretch. Y.lt. 

Dublin, J an. II, 1810. 



To the Proprietors of the Belfast Mngazine. 
GENTLEMEN, 

T HOPE jfou will have the good- 
••■ ness to insert in your respectable 
Magazine, the following extract from 
Dr. Rees' New Cyclope<1ia, article 
Education, which may serve to ex- 
hibit still more clearly the necessity 
of a radical reform in the present 
system of national instruction, adopted 
in this country, as well as in many 
other parts of the British empire; and it 
is also highly gratifying to observe, how 
exactly the sentiments of the learned 
writer of that article agree with tliose 
of your ingenious correspondents on the 
same subject. 1 am sir, yours, &c. 
liuhlin, Dec. 12,1809. PhiLOMUSUS. 
" Happy had it been for Britain, 
if the " warning counsels, the pro- 
plietic page" of Currie*, had been 
listened to and followed by her states- 
nien. As fer as our relation with 
otner nations is concerned the time 
is past; but we may yet profit by 
those representations which show us. 
what is to be done in order to raise 
the intellectual and moral character 
of the nation at large. It is not 
improbable that national reformation 
will begin with national distress ; but 
it is not too much to say, that a per- 



* U. Currie, the ingenious Editor ef 
Burns' Works, &.c. 



manent reformation in tlie condition 
atid character of the |>oor, can onlv 
be brought about by a well-direcleil 
attention to their education, in con- 
nection with a proper regul;aion of 
the laws relative to the indigent poor. 
Whether in the counsels of an ali- 
wise Providence, it is decreed, that 
Britain should be thrown from the 
lofty pinnacle to which she has ele- 
vaied herself, time can only deter- 
mine ; but it apjiears cluar, that the 
surest way of avoiding national judg- 
ments, is by endeavouring, each in 
his station, to reform those evils winch 
affect our conduct and character as 
a nation ; and in this point «f view 
also, the communication of knowledge 
to the poor, may be considered as 
a national benefit, and as a pr<>babl« 
means of lessening national punish- 
ment." 

Cjchpcdia, Vol. XIL par4 2. 

To the Proprietors of Ike HdfastMagmi^ 

Aft ESSAY ON PUBLIC AOD3ES5ES. 
GENTLEMEN, 

LOOKING over an old newspaper 
a few days ago whicii contained 
an account of the late jubilee, with 
many feats of eating drinking, &c. 

f>erformed by his Majesty's good and 
oyal subjects, to testify their joy, 
on that great an<l important octasioji : 
and reading of so much good cheer, 
with the many loyal toasts drank, 
my thoughts were naturally led to 
contemplate the satisfaction his Ma- 
jesty must receive on hearing of hi« 
good subjects being so very full of 
loyalty, roast beef, and wine, all at 
once, in perfect joy for his long and 
glorious reign. 1 also observed that 
addresses had not been totally want- 
ing, to congratulate bis Majesty, 
which doubtless were truly acceptable 
to the royal ear, as they mentioned 
nought of grievances, misconduct of 
ministers, parliamentary reform, nor 
Catholic emancipation. Now, addresses 
seem to me, generally, a species of 
flattery most destructive to princes ; 
for the addressors, usiuiUy, instead of 
pointing out any errors in the con- 
duct of the person tbey address, 
only, " fool them to the top of their 
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bent," by a fulsorrtc panegyric, end- 
ing wiith a profession of loyalty, 
wiueh has often proved more destructive 
to tlieir true iviterest, tlian the most 
secret roacbinat ihs of conspirators. It 
j« not ray ii»teotiui> al present to take 
srview of tiris " long and glorious 
reign,'' but proceed to insert a few 
«>ctvacts from tlie addresses of former 
times, convinced tlial the prince who 
implicitly conhdes in sucli stuff, and 
believes them to breatlie the genuine 
sentiments of his people, is greatly 
tk'ccived, for experience has proved, 
the addresses ot a few obsequious 
placeii>eu and pensioners to be of 
irtile use, if the Iiearts of the people 
are wanting. Richavd Cromwell was 
pressed in upwards of 600 addreSies, 
to take that government upon him, 
«hich, a few months after, his address- 
ers took from him. Innumerable ad- 
<lresses were presented to James II. 
on Uii accession lo (he tlnoae, cities, 
towns, and coriwratioiis, all pressed 
forward on the occa^ion to express 
their atlacljment, by the most servile 
ad^tatiOR ; from which however I 
must except that of the quakers : 
" We are come" (said they ) " to 
testify our sorrow for the death of 
our good friend, Charles, and our joy 
for iby being matle our governor. 
We are told that thou art not of the 
persuasion of the church of England 
no more than we ; wherefore, we 
iiope that lliou wiit grant us the 
saiiif liberty whicli thou allowest thy- 
sell ; wiicn doing, we wish tiiee a!l 
nianmr of happinrss."* Many were 
tue aUdie^aej prejeiiltd to James in 

* No s«icli address was ever pre- 
3' Died by tlie quakers, notwiihstatuling 
t assirtioii ot Echard and lleyaian. 
!•; was the inventiim of nome wit of 
t .o-iC days to ridicsile the blunt plira- 
Kjology of the e.iily quakers, and per- 
Jiips to <.oi\tiai.t tile niiincaiiiil!; Hullcrics 
et' addressers, lu this latter view it has 
so ne pohit. 

rite loUov/inp s the address, which 
was really presented, and contained as 
imtcli adiilaliun, as lo render it pretty 
palatable. 

TO KTNC JAMF.S THE SECOND. 

^'Ac huiiiiif*: cltpiiciiliori of the peojile caUed 
'• Whereas it has pleased Almighty 



favour of that dispensing power, which 
the men who presented them, soon 
after converted into a reas<m for 
dethroning him ; his profligate minister 
the earl of Sunderland, at tbc very 
tune he was betraying him to the 
prince of Orange, was encouraging 
liim in every step which proved his 
luin. AI>out a month before thtf 
prince of Orange landed at Torbay, 
the lord mayor, aldermen, Sheritis, 
&c. of London, made use of the fol- 
low ing words (atidri ssing Jttmes) " we 
beg leave to assure your majesty that 
we sliall with all duty and faithful- 
ness, cheerfully and readily, to. the 
utmost hazard of our lives and for- 
tunes, discharge the trust reposed in 
us by your majesty." The lords* 
archbishops, and bishops of Scotland, 
concluded with these words. " Not 
doubting that God will still preserve 
and deliver you, by giving you tht 
hearts of your subjects, and the necks 
of your enemies." Jhe grand jury 
of Middiesrx shortly after the deliiery 
of the queen, in their address saia, 
" we congratulate vouf- n)ajesty en 
tlie birth of our high and hopelul 
prince :" at that time not three week* 
old. As tew are unacquainted with 
that portion of liistory which relates 
to the abdication of 'James, 1 shall 
make no remarks on the foremen- 
tioned addresses, but proceed to 4)ie 
following anecdote, to show their 



Ood (hy whom kings reign) to take 
hence the late king Charles 11. and to 
preserve thee peaceably to succeed^ 
we, thy sulijects heartily desire that 
the giver of all good and perfect gifts 
may please to endue thee with wisdom 
and mercy, in the use ot thy great 
power, to his glory, the king's honour, 
and the kingdom's good. And it being 
our sincere resolution, according to our 
l)eaccal)le principles and conversation 
(by ihe assistance of Almighty tied) 
to live peaceably and honestly, afi be- 
comes true and faithful subjeuts, under 
tlie king's goveruuieni, aud a. con. 
scientious people that truly fear and 
serve God, we do humbly hope fhat 
the king's tenderness will appear, and 
extend with his power t« express the 
.same, recumuieuding to his princely 
cicuiency the case of our presejit 5uf« 
fcving friends hereunto annexed.*' 

B.1VI.M. 
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attachment to this high mA hopeful 
prince. On the night of December 
6th, 1688 ; Mary, queen ot James 
JI. ttying from Whitehall, with her 
infant son in her arms, had to talce 
shelter under the vvails of Lambeth 
palace, having no roof to cover her, 
for upwards of an hour, until a hackney 
coach was procured, to convey her 
to Gravesend on her way to France ; 
whence she sailed never to return. 
I'his is surely an awful lesson to 
princes, whp make innovations on tlie 
Tights of their subjects ; it very plain- 
ly sho^vs the cringing addresses of 
such as aforesaid, to be of little 
avail when the atFections of the people 
are alienated. At the begtiii)ing of 
tlie unfortunate contest between Great 
Britain and her American colonies, 
the British house of lords, in their 
address to his majesty on opening 
the session of. 1768, spoke thus : " We 
most unfeignedly give your majesty 
the strongest assurance that we shall 
ever zealously concur in support_of 
such just and necessary measures as 
may best enable your majesty to re- 
press tliat daring spirit of disobedience, 
and to enforce a. due submission to 
the laws : always considering that it 
is one of our most essential duties, 
to maintain inviolate the supreme 
authority of the legislature of Great 
Britain over every part of tlie do- 
minions of jour majesty's crown." 
This address certainly had a most 
pernicious tendency to the true in- 
terest ot his (jiajestv and- the nation 
at large, and w as one of the series of 
measures which lost to GreatBritain near- 
ly all her American colonies. On taking 
a view of tlie addresses of other 
nations 1 tind a similitude in them 
to our own — in October 1791, the 
iVesiclent of tlie National Assembly, 
in bis speech to tlie King, made u^e 
of these words; " Sire, vou have reason 
to be beloved by t'l-enchmen, the 
constitutioa has made you the first 
monarch in tjie world !" Yet in a- 
bout ten months after, they dethroned 
this first monarch in the world, and 
bis fate is too well remembei'ed to re- 
qftire insertion here. Many others of 
a later period might be enumerated, 
bat as they all tend to the same 
purpose, aii<l seem only the echo of 
ihft others, I shall not iui^ert tliem, 



but leave the reader to make sucb re- 
marks as he may think prujier, in 
contrasting ih^. spirit that dicuted 
with that which instigated the aul^iofs 
of the foregoing, to act so very de- 
ferent to tlie sentimeuts contained in 
their addresses. S.M.ii. 

C.F*rgw,Ja«. 4,1310. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

THE COURT OF JUHO....A VISIOK. 
Continued ffomp. 26, No. XVUlL, 

ON entering the lit>rary, 1 found 
many of the ladies deeply ei»- 
gaged in various studies ; and not 
wishing .{o disturb Uiem, 1 proceeded 
to tlie iir^t vacant div«ion, and ». 
mused myself with some bo^ky of 
ancient drawings, witil the relurn of 
Serena. After no very long iottt- 
▼ai, slie again joined ine, «ind we 
immediately went from the library Is 
visit a most spacious cabinet of mi* 
neralogy, in which every species lof 
mineral was classed accordutg to ib 
genus, and the country where it was 
to be found. While viewing ttiejnj- 
nerals, slie explained to me the na- 
ture of petrititction in rocfcs, and 
concretions of various kindti in all 
which, it was caused by the a^ncy 
of metals, in ditferent degrees m oa.- 
idation, and she predicted tliat befwe 
long it would be proved tliat ^1 
rocks whatsoever, owed their forma- 
tion to a similar cause, which teemed 
highly probable, from the very en- 
tended range which the class of nin:- 
tals is now found to possess, at<d-titie 
luimber of the substances prov<id to 
be metallic, which were before sup- 
posed to be of very diH'erent natun.-!,. 

From the mineral room we pr4)- 
ceeded to a very extensive apartmeui, 
in which were preserved models cf 
all the useful engines which had ever 
been made, and of many which weie 
of new contrivance, and had not.y«t 
come into public use- On our vii,y 
to this apartment Serena informed ate 
tliat in tlie short interval of her ab. 
sence, she had leurneil, that 1 wa» 
to be admitted that eveuiiig to an 
audience -uith Juno , and tliat a mes- 
senger would be sent for me when 
it was proper for me to go. 

'litis n'.esscnper did not arrive till 
it was qu te d rk, and th.; whole 



